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DDS PRAISES NWW

We are proud to announce that on September 29 NWW
received a full, Two-Year License from the Massachusetts
Department of Developmental Services (DDS). In addition,
the Regional Licensing Director reported that the overall
score of 97% ranks NWW in the very top tier of all service
providers in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts!

Following a week of intense review of NWWOs residential
programs and their compliance with DDS requirements,
plus three in-depth audits of people who receive twenty-
four hour support in group homes and three audits of
people who receive individual supports in NWWOs
Independent Living program, the DDS Licensing Team
came away Oimpressed with the longevity and knowledge
of the staff and the agencyOs ability to facilitate relationship
building and to access resources based on the interests
and anticipated needs of the people it supports.O NWW
was also commended on the Pne condition and upkeep of
its homes and for the numerous safeguards in place to
protect and enhance each personOs personal safety and
well-being.

CDBG BUDGET CUTS

Although NWW received a 22% cut in federal Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding, as did other
Newton agencies supported by CDBG, this cut was far less
drastic than the predicted 67%. The 22% cut affected three
NWW programs: social work, Wednesday Night Drop-In,
and Community Access (the volunteer program). As a
result, hours were reduced for the LICSW and Volunteer
Coordinator positions, and Drop-In sessions were scaled
back to seven for the 2011-2012 year. All current Drop-In
staff remains, but the vacant position of Assistant Director
will not be blled.

HONORING OUR DONORS

NWW is grateful to all its supporters throughout the year
who contributed to the Annual Autumn Auction and
Annual Appeal or made a general donation. Without this
support, NWW could not continue to offer the high-
quality services to people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities for which it is known
throughout the Commonwealth. Please see the insert to
this newsletter for acknowledgments of donations made
during FY$2011 (July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011).

NWWOS 20 Annual Autumn Auction

Saturday, October 22, 2011
4:00 to 6:30 pm
First Parish Church in Weston

Auctioneer: Alderman Vicki Danberg
Donation: $100 per person
Gourmet hors dOoeuvres, wine and cider served throughout
the evening

Music by Four Guys in Tuxes

View a listing of auction items on the NWW web site:
www.nwwcommittee.org

AN INSPIRATIONAL FAMILY

The Beard family of Newton will be featured in an exhibit
called Olnspirational Families: An Exhibit Representing
NewtonOs Families and Individuals Who Have Made a
DifferenceO by photographers Drew Hyman and Jennifer
Nourse. The Beards donated their house in Newton Centre
to NWW to become a group home. The exhibit opens at
the Newton Free Library on November 2, 2011, and will
run through November 29; it is supported with Pnancial
and in-kind donations from several local businesses.

Pictured above from left to right are Lincoln Beard, Richard
Beard, Carol Beard and Forrest Beard.

NEW WEB SITE

NWW launched its new web site in the summer of 2011.

If you visit www.nwwcommittee.org, you will see a new
graphic design by Sheela Armistead of DataTech Designs,
Inc. Tina Jameson and Nancy Slamin worked closely with
Sheela to create a new interface that features extensive
information about NWW, professional photos by Robert
Schoen Photography and application forms for potential
employees, volunteers and interns. You can even make a
donation to NWW on line. We welcome your feedback.

NWWOS WEDNESDAY NIGHT DROP-IN
2011-2012

Drop-In resumed on Wednesday, September 21 with
an evening of BINGO. The remaining sessions for the
2011-2012 year will be:

October 19, 2011: "Four Guys in Tuxes" Costume Ball
November 16, 2011: Animal Adventures

December 21, 2011: Holiday Party & Holiday Crafts
March 21, 2012: BINGO

April 18, 2012: "Four Guys in Tuxes" Spring Dance
May 16, 2012: 9th Annual Dog Show

All sessions take place at Grace Episcopal Church, 76
Eldredge Street, Newton Corner, MA 02458 from 7:00 to
8:30 PM. To register, visit www.nwwcommittee.org/
dropin.php or call (617) 964-6860, extension 10.
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NWW Notes

NWW recently received grants from theRebecca Pomroy
Foundation to fund NWWOs social work position and
from The Susan A. & Donald P. Babson Charitable
Foundation to fund programs and services for NWW
individuals at the Paul T. Babson Il Jubilee House in
Wellesley. We thank these foundations for enabling
NWW to enhance the lives of the people we serve.

Joyce Caplanwas recognized as a Guest Speaker at the
Understanding Our Differences Gala at Braeburn Country
Club on October 16 to honor outgoing Executive Director
Beth Mendel. Joyce has been a guest speaker for this
renowned Newton disability awareness program for over
two decades.

Carol Ann Shea NWW board member, and Jackie
McLaughlin, resident of Casselman House, were both
recognized as outstanding volunteers by the Newton
Community Development Foundation (NCDF). Carol Ann
and Jackie are active members of the NWW community.

NWW held its Annual Meeting on Tuesday, May, 10,
2011, for the installation of board members and ofbcers.
Outgoing PresidentTrix Oakley assumed the position of
vice-president, andMargie Birnbaum became the new
president. Trix also continues to serve on the human
rights and personnel committees. Besides her duties as
president, Margie serves on the property and
development committees. At the meeting, NWW
welcomed a new board member,Madelyn G. Torchin.
Madelyn is a longtime Newton resident and educator.
She has taught foreign languages at both the high school
and college level. Madelyn is a member of the
development committee.

On Sunday, May 15, an NWW group gathered to beautify
a trafpc island in Newton Centre and participate in the
eleventh annualNewtonServes Day Each year groups
across the entire city get together to do special projects.
NWWOs volunteersPat Hamilton, Mary Margaret

Pappas Carol Ann Sheg and Nancy Slamin, worked
under the direction of Newton Centre team leaderVicki
Danberg.

NWW board member Carol Ann Shea (left) and Assistant
Program Director Pat Hamilton

NWW welcomes Levera Booker, Program Manager at
Orchard Avenue. Levera was born in Little Rock,

Arkansas and lived for the past eight years in East Boston.

She has previously worked in residential, respite care and
independent living programs. She is very impressed with
NWWOs beautiful residences, Ogreat staffO (her own
words) and the level of individual care for each NWW
client.

NWWOs Wednesday Night Drop-In program held its
eighth annual Dog Show on May 17. The Master of
Ceremonies was Drop-In DirectorLisa (Oberton)

Baragwanath MSPCAGOSergeant Peter Oberton

explained dog safety practices to the Drop-In participants.
Judges were longtime supporters of NWWricia Guditz ,
Lowell Haynes, Dee Spiro, and Amy Yuhasz Dee is
currently on the NWW board. Elizabeth Pelland Howard
Granat of Oephg photographyO volunteered to photograph
the canine contestants and their owners.

Congratulations to Juniper House Program Manageate
Doyen-Charon and his wife, Kate, on the birth of their
daughter,Zoe Ann Charon, on September 2, 2011. We all
look forward to meeting Zoe.

This summer season, NWW had productive vegetable
and RBower gardens at all the residences. Planning is
already underway for next year!

Sarah Pierce tending the garden at her home

NWW has welcomed four interns for the 2011-2012
year--two from Lasell College and two from Boston
College. Lasell students work through the Social Sciences
Internship Program.Elizabeth Cloughis at Webster Street,
and Amber Milliner is at Orchard Avenue. Boston

College students work through the PULSE Program, which
includes weekly seminars taught by members of the
faculty of the philosophy and theology departments. This
year Anna Snookand Margaret Stratton are both doing
their internships at Juniper House.

In Memoriam

John Kearney a longtime member of the NWW
community, passed away on June 5. At the time of his
death, John lived at Coyne Road. He enjoyed music
classes at the All Newton Music School, bowling with the
Bowleros, competing in the Special Olympics, and
attending Wednesday Night Drop-In. John was close to
his loving brothers and sisters and extended family and
spent time with them each weekend. He will be
remembered for his wonderful smile and will be greatly
missed by all.

NWW is currently seeking candidates for the eight-
hour-per-week licensed clinical social work position.
Please contact Nancy Slamin, MSW at (617)
964-6860, extension 12.
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